
Six Green StarS for S&t

Stephenson&Turner, Architects and Engineers, have 
opened a new Wellington design studio in leased prem-
ises on Victoria Street.  The entrance to this 1900’s loft 
style open plan studio is through the newly named 
Stephenson&Turner House – formerly Feltex House.  The 
fitout has been awarded a 6 Star Green Star rating by the 
New Zealand Green Building Council and has been created 
as a showcase of the firm’s design talent and commitment 
to sustainable architecture and building services engineer-
ing.   S&T’s studio is the first historic building in New Zea-
land to be awarded a 6 Green Star Office Interiors rating, 
the highest level attainable under Green Star, representing 
world leadership. 

S&T Chief Executive, Murray Pugh said “Creating a 6 Star 
working environment for our own people demonstrates 
the standard we actively pursue in all our design pro-
jects.  Ensuring the built environment has sustainability 
at its core is our contribution to future generations who 
live, work and play in our buildings.”

“We also set out to prove that 6-Stars can be achieved 
on a restricted project budget and is attainable with the 
right design approach.”

The studio fitout, constructed by Mainzeal Interiors, fea-
tures sustainably-harvested and reused timber, daylight 
addressable lighting, natural ventilation, heat-pump and 
radiant heating as well as a green wall and strict use of low 
VOC paints and adhesives.  A particular focus on construc-
tion waste minimisation resulted in 90% of waste materials 
being recycled or reused.  Mr Pugh said “The result is a 

fresh, comfortable, open and airy working environment.  
Our clients now enter directly into the creative environ-
ment of our studio and can be actively involved in the de-
sign process with our teams.  It’s a great place to work.”

The Auckland and Wellington based firm has recently been 
reinvigorated with the appointment of four new Principals, 
adding to the depth and breadth to the firm’s architectural 
and engineering expertise.   A new web engagement por-
tal has also been created to allow viewers to get to know 
the firm’s capability, people and extensive portfolio of pro-
jects.  Work currently on the books includes apartment 
buildings, heritage building restorations, primary and sec-
ondary schools, university buildings, scientific laboratories, 
commercial office blocks and office fitouts as well as high-
end residences.  The firm also recently completed the new 
Mt Eden Prison.

Stephenson&Turner House was originally designed by S&T 
for Feltex in 1971.  S&T was located in Shell House (now 
Transpower House) from 1960 for 20 years and more re-
cently in Radio NZ House for 18 years, both buildings being 
of the firm’s design.
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