
SEA LEVEL RISE AND AUCKLAND  – THREAT OR CATALYST?
The Smart Response to Sea Level Rise

One year ago a devastating tsunami hit the coast of Japan. Since then, New Zealanders 
have begun to ask whether this could happen here too. The short answer is: yes, it 
can - for a number of reasons: 
 • New Zealand is located on the same ‘Ring of Fire’ as Japan - a hot spot for 

earthquakes and tsunamis.

 • Climate change is predicted to increase the frequency of natural disasters such as 
storms and flooding.

 • Climate change raises sea levels, which is expected to increase the impact of storm 
surge on our coasts.

What can we do about it?
While most climate-change discussion focuses on reducing greenhouse gases, 
Stephenson&Turner NZ (S&T) is exploring the potential impact of sea level rise on 
coastal cities around the world, and Auckland in particular.

Beginning with research findings from Princeton and Duke Universities in the United 
States, we have applied scientific input from the University of Auckland to anticipate 
how sea level rise might affect Auckland, and formulate potential responses. We seek 
response strategies beyond the purely defensive, exploring those with positive effects 
for our city; for example:
 • Increase the resilience of our coastal communities

 • Improve maritime habitats and their biodiversity

 • Enrich coastal living environments

We at S&T care about our country and our vision is for New Zealand to lead the world 
by developing ecologically-sound response options to sea level rise, storm surge, and 
tsunamis. Adaptive urbanism is our opportunity to take up the challenges ahead of us.

S&T has been a thought leader in 
architecture, urban design and engi-
neering in our country for more than 
55 years. 

We would love to hear from you to 
discuss this further. For more informa-
tion, please contact:

Bernd Gundermann, Principal
+64 9 303 1249
bgundermann@stephensonturner.com

or visit us online:
www.stephensonturner.com/
article/sea-level-rise-and-auckland
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A storm surge of 5 metres could cause major damage in Downtown Auckland

Sea level rise of 3, 5 and 10 metres.

A vision for Auckland
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